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[April, 


Dr. I. G. Kiernan, Dr. Frank Billings, 

D -. J. F. Todd, Dr. E. F. Gaston, 

Dr. W. E. Clarke, Dr. C. S. DeVeny, 

I)'. Sim vi Strausser, Dr. C. J. Simons, 

Dr. A. H. Cooke, Dr. Philip Adolphus, 

Dr. J. E. Walton, Dr. T. W. Brophy, 

Dr. j. S. Mirshall, Dr. H. J. Reynolds, 

Dr. L. H. Montgomery, Dr. J. H. Chew, 

Dr. C W. Chaffee. Dr. E J. Doering, 

After tire transaction ot much additional business, 
including the presentation of the reports of the 
Trea-urer and Auditing Committee, the society ad¬ 
journed. Liston H. Montgomery, m.d., 

Secretary. 
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HARTFORD. 

NEW HAVEN. 

MERIDEN. 

£ 

D 

S5 

X 

la 

< 

NEW BRITAIN. 

H 

O 

a. 

n 

0 

a 

x 

» 

NORWICH. 

2 

0 

a 

7 

s 

a 

7. 

MIDDLETOWN. 

Total deaths. 

102 

107 

22 

40 

2 7 

5* 

34 

18 

20 

Monthly death-rate.. 

24 

17 

12 

20 

20 

r 9 

16 

16 

18 

Zymotics. 

36 

14 

5 

IO 

IO 

12 

9 

3 

4 

Infantile. 

34 


7 

3 

1 I 

20 

ii 

4 

4 

Nervous diseases. 

11 

24 

4 






2 

Heart diseases. 

3 

6 

5 

1 

4 


1 

3 

1 

1 

Typhoid fever. 

1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 




Typho malarial fever. 
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The report is delayed for several reasons, failure to 
receive one or two reports by reason of illness of the 
reporters, and absence on my own part in sanitary 
work in different parts of the State. If without too 
much trouble the reports could all be made by the 
15th, this abstract could be made more promptly. 
There are many towns yet that - no reports are re¬ 
ceived from. It is hoped eventually f o secure a re¬ 
porter in every place. When one once forms the 
habit, it is not much trouble to send a report of what ; 
has come under one’s own observation. The places j 
that are never named are those from which no reports 
are made, either regularly or at intervals. The num- j 
ber of our correspondents is steadily increasing, and 
now includes all regions of the State. 

The month does not present as good a record as it 
should, for a short one. The total mortalities are ' 


too high, and the ratios are higher than those for the 
same months in previous years. The most notice¬ 
able event is the return of acute tertian ague. For 
some time past reports have been made of this recu ■- 
rence, now here, now there, until it has extende l 
over nearly all the region that has been invaded by 
malaria, where dumb ague and the like and the con¬ 
tinued type of disease had been the rule. The last 
new start is reported from Middlesex county, from 
Durham and adjacent towns, thus completing the 
whole area, except here and there localities that have 
not yet showed the movement. It has been irreg¬ 
ular both as to time and space, and at first suggests a 
renewed onslaught of malaria as it first appeared, but 
there is no increase in the periodic type, and, as a 
rule, after the appearance of quite a number of cates, 
the frequency diminishes and scattering cases con¬ 
tinue to be encountered. As clearly defined cases 
of tertian ague had rarely been seen over a large area, 
where the decline of the periodic type and the de¬ 
crease in malarial cases indicated an entire disappear¬ 
ance of the disease, the reappearance excites attention 
and the developments will be closely watched, to 
learn what the prospects are that the malarial type 
has become a permanent one. As typho-malarial 
fever still lingers in England, we may expect the 
same result here, but whether acute ague is to be a 
regular affliction is another question. 

The epidemic of diphtheria continued unabated 
during February. In Hartford the death rate is 
even higher than in January, and the number from 
zymotic diseases and the infantile deaths are slightly 
increased over those of January. The total mortality 
since January, 1883, from croup and diphtheria is 
295, a condition unprecedented in the sanitary his¬ 
tory of the State. There is certainly a need for sys¬ 
tematic sanitary work, which none but a well-organ- 
I ized board of health can accomplish. Fortunately, 
the scarlet fever did not spread, and since February 
there has been some decrease in the prevalence of 
diphtheria. As shown by the table, the disease has 
appeared in several cities. Bloomfield, Thomaston, 
Plainfield, Westport, South Manchester, Avon and 
North Manchester report several cases each. The 
! disease is unusually common. 

i Scarlet fever appears in the table reported from 
j several cities. In Glastonbury seven children in one 
family were attacked; two were buried in one grave, 

! and the others were seriously sick, and the death of 
two children in another family is reported. In adja¬ 
cent towns cases were reported—from North Man¬ 
chester, New Canaan, Willimantic, Greenwich, New 
Hartford, Stafford Springs and Haddam—but no 
general prevalence. 

Measels and whooping-cough are quite common. 
The former has been very prevalent in the northern 
part of North Manchester, and epidemic in Willi¬ 
mantic. Suffield and Plainfield also report cases. 
One fatal case is reported from Willimantic, and 
there are several in the cities. 

Influenza and bronchitis have been more common 
than lung fever. For the last two years the maxi¬ 
mum mortality from lung fever has been in the 
spring months, instead of the first quarter of the 
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year, as has been the general rule heretofore for a 
long time. 

Malarial fever is extending into Windham county. 
Hampton and Plainfield report cases. A fatal case 
of thypo-malarial fever is reported from Granby, and 
with the exception of the developments before men¬ 
tioned, are about the usual manifestations for the 
season. j 

The prominence of typhoid fever is indicated by ; 
the table, but it is more in the cities than in the ! 
country. The unusual prevalence of dysentery and 
diarrhoeal troubles at this early season was noted last 
month. It is still more noticeable in February. A 
death from a severe type of dysentery occurred after ! 
a short illness in the southern part of the State. 
Quite a number ot diarrhoeal troubles are reported, 
one fatal in Granby, one in Plainfield, and an unus¬ 
ually large number of cases, both among children 
and adults, are reported from quite a number of 
places. Whether this is an indication of an increas¬ 
ing tendency towards choleraic disorders is an inter¬ 
esting question that will be closely studied. The 
month has been unfavorable to consumptives and to 
the aged, and marked by a prevalence of bronchitis 
and congestive lung diseases. 

In the succeeding month small-pox appeared in 
Norwich from paper rags, and Waterbury near the 
quarters of the epidemic of two years ago. The dis¬ 
ease is well under control by efficient work in both 
places. 


PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT OF THE MEDICAL AND 
SANITARY SERVICES ON BOARD TRANS -OCEANIC 
PASSENGER VESSELS; THE BILL BEFORE 
CONGRESS. 


The following bill (H. E. 6178), introduced by 
Hon. H. W. Slocum, of New York, was prepared by 
the committee appointed by the American Medical 
Association at the meeting in Cleveland in June last ; l 

SUPPLEMENT TO AN ACT ENTITLED £ ‘ AN ACT TO REGU¬ 
LATE THE CARRIAGE OF PASSENGERS 15 Y SEA.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen¬ 
tatives of the United States of America, in Congress 
Assembled: 

Section i. That in every steamship or other ves¬ 
sel carrying or bringing passengers, other than cabin 
passengers, to the United States, there shall be prop¬ 
erly constructed and separated from other parts of 
the vessel two compartments or spaces to be used ex¬ 
clusively as hospitals—the one for the men and the 

1 Dr, A. N Bell offered the following resolution, which was adopted 
by the Association : 

Resolved . That, being impressed with the truthfulness and importance 
of the Memorial of the Parliamentary Bills Committee of the British Med¬ 
ical Association, under date of March 17, 1883, the American Medical As¬ 
sociation urges upon the Congiess of the United States the subject of com¬ 
petent medical and sanitary service, and proper provision for its mainte¬ 
nance on board all truns-oceanic vessels, and that a committee of five be 
appointed to promote this object, and to report again upon the condition 
of the subject at the next session. 

The committee consists of ]>r, A. N, Bell, New York ; Dr. A. L. Gihon, 
U. S. Navy ; Dr. I. N. Quimby, New Jersey; Dr. H. O. Marcy, Massa¬ 
chusetts ; and Dr. Henry H. Smith, Pennsylvania, 


other for the women; such hospitals to be located on 
the main deck or the deck immediately below it, and 
never on any lower deck, and to be in no case less 
in size than the proportion of eighteen clear superfi¬ 
cial square feet for every fifty such passengers and crew;, 
and such hospitals shall be supplied with proper beds, 
bedding and utensils, and kept so supplied through¬ 
out the voyage. 

Sec. 2. And every steamship or other vessel carry¬ 
ing or bringing passengers, other than cabin passen¬ 
gers, exceeding with the crew fifty in number, and 
less than six hundred, shall be required to carry a 
duly qualified, competent and regularly licensed sur¬ 
geon or medical practitioner, and where the number 
of such passengers and crew' is over six hundred, a 
junior or assistant surgeon, or medical practitioner, 
in addition, which surgeon and medical practi¬ 
tioners, junior and senior, shall be rated as such on 
the ship’s articles, and shall be provided with surgi¬ 
cal instruments, medical comforts, and medicines 
proper and necessary for diseases and injuries incident 
to a sea voyage, and for the proper medical treat- 
j ment of such passengers and crew during the voyage, 
and with such articles of food and nourishment as 
may be proper and necessary for preserving the health 
: of infants and young children ; and the services of 
; such surgeons or medical practitioners shall be 
j promptly given without fee in every case of sickness, 
disease, or accident to any of the passengers or crew, 
or to any infant or young child of any such passen¬ 
ger who may require their services; and the medical 
officer, where there is but one, and the senior, 
where there are two, shall also be required to perform 
the duties of sanitary officers, to make daily inspec¬ 
tions of all inhabitable portions of the vessel, and 
daily reports thereon in writing to the master of the 
steamship or passenger vessel, together with such sug¬ 
gestions and recommendations as in his judgment 
may be necessary to the preservation of health on 
board. He shall also exercise constant vigilance in 
regard to the condition of the provisions and water, 
and promptly report to the master anything which 
may appear to him to be deleterious to the health of 
any person on board. 

Sec. 3. For the proper exercise of these functions, 
and the maintenance of the respect to which such 
medical and sanitary officers are entitled, they shall 
be provided with a steward or apothecary competent 
to dispense medicines under their direction, and for 
their special service, and their tenure of office, 
remuneration, and right to suitable quarters, subsis¬ 
tence and attendance, shall be upon the same basis 
as, and coordinate with the purser, first officer and 
chief engineer of the vessel on which they serve. 

Sec. 4, For a violation of either of these provi¬ 
sions, or the disregard of the recommendations made 
in writing by the medical and sanitary officers, as 
herein provided, the company to which the steamship 
or other passenger vessel belongs shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding two hundred and fifty dollars 
in every case. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall take effect and be in 
i force from and afte r its passage. 
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